Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 273 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.031; wR factor = 0.089; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
In the title compound, C 8 H 12 N 4 O 4 , the essentially planar methylcarbamoyloxymethyl group [maximum deviation 0.038 (3) Å ] and the imidazole ring make a dihedral angle of 48.47 (3) . The crystal packing is stabilized by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, which link the molecules into infinite ribbons running along the a axis, and by weak -stacking interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 3.894 (2) Å ].
Related literature
For biological activity, see: Cina et al. (1996) ; Karamanakos et al. (2007) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Comment 2-(2-methyl-5-nitro-1H-imidazol-1-yl)ethanol is an anti-anaerobic bacteria and anti-infusorium agent to treatment of infection which is called metronidazole (Cina et al., 1996; Karamanakos et al., 2007) . The title compound is a derivative of it.
In this paper, we report the crystal structure of the title compound.
In (I) (Fig. 1 ), all bond lengths are normal (Allen et al., 1987) . Atoms C4, C5, N3, O1, O2 lie in the plane of the imidazole ring (C1/C2/C3/N1/N2) with maximum deviations 0.004 (2) 
The title compound was prepared by reaction of 1.71 g (0.01 mol) 2-(2-methyl-5-nitro-1H-imidazol-1-yl)ethanol with 0.68 g (0.12 mol) methyl isocyanate catalyzed by 1 g triethylamine in 20 ml toluene at room temperature, yield 86.4%. Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of a metanol solution at room temperature for two weeks.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å, and included in the final cycles of refinement using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 (1.5 for methyl) times U eq (C, N). Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the title compound (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 40% probability level.
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